THE STARTLED COMMANDER of
the British garrison at Ticonderoga
(opposite) stares at sword-waving
Ethan Allen. So swift were the pa-
triots that the British officer next
to Allen was captured before he
had time to put on a pair of pants.

A GENIAL GUNNER, Henry Knox's
military bearing (right) started high
because of the paunch below. An
energetic officer, he did a fine job of
guiding the "noble train of artil-
lery" captured at Ticonderoga over
almost impassable roads to Boston.

The guns of Ticonderoga and the liberation of Boston

ETHAN ALLEN, a hotheaded Vermont farmer, scored
the colonies' first victory. Commanding the Green
Mountain Boys, a force originally raised to drive out
New Yorkers claiming possession of Vermont, he and
Benedict Arnold captured a fortful of guns (opposite) at
Ticonderoga on Lake Champlain in May 1775. Later
Allen's burning devotion to his state would lead him to

offer the British a separate peace provided they would
recognize Vermont as an entity, independent of its hated
enemies, New York and New Hampshire, But in 1775 he
was everybody's hero. Up to the fort came austere Philip
Schuyler to plot the invasion of Canada. And from Mas-
sachusetts came Henry Knox, the ever-optimistic Boston
bookseller, to claim the guns for General Washington.

Knox's winter trek brought the guns to Dorchester Heights above Boston early in 1776, forcing the British to evacuate the town in March.
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